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	1899
	The Epworth League gives the first gift of $1,000 to start Methodist Hospital. The Epworth League was the official young people’s organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church; it adopted its name from the English town of Epworth, birthplace of the father and organizer of Methodism, John Wesley. 

	1908
	Methodist Hospital opens with 65 beds.

	1908
	Methodist Hospital’s first baby, Fletcher Ernsberger, is born.

	1910
	The first woman physician, Dr. Lillian B. Mueller, joins the medical staff and introduces the use of gas anesthesia at Methodist.

	1915
	The first motorized ambulance speeds patients to Methodist.

	1915
	Telephones are installed in all rooms and wards.

	1920
	The Clinical Research Society – the forerunner of today’s Medical Staff – is founded “to increase the efficiency of the hospital and improve the standards of its members.”

	1922
	Methodist is the first hospital in the world to administer insulin clinically.

	1925
	The first medical library is established for Methodist’s interns and residents.

	1932
	The White Cross Guild of volunteers is organized and dedicated to the motto: “The luxury of doing good surpasseth every other personal enjoyment.”

	1933
	Methodist Hospital’s most famous landmark, the Lighthouse of Health Beacon, is lighted for the first time on November 9, 1933. It is a gift from Mrs. Mary Hanson Carey. Believed to be the first of its kind in the United States, the beacon is patterned after the famous lighthouse at the Royal Hospital of St. Bartholomew, London, whose light had served as a Beacon of Hope since 1857.

The Beacon is formally dedicated “to servants of religion, who would serve the sick; to servants of medical science, who would service humanity; and to the servants of philanthropy, who would live for others.”

	1942
	Methodist acquires an electron cephalograph – the first in the nation – for the diagnosis of brain diseases and injuries.

	1943
	The first Premature Birth Station in Indiana is established at Methodist through the support of the Variety Club.

	1949
	Methodist Celebrates it's 50th Anniversary! 697,367 patients treated – 50,330 babies delivered to date. The bulletin summarizes the hospital’s history as “a striking example made possible by a benevolent people.”

	1958
	Methodist’s chaplains develop non-denominational, inter-disciplinary programs to teach pastors and health care professionals the importance of the spiritual and psychological, as well as the physical needs of patients.

	1965
	Methodist becomes one of the first hospitals in the United States to perform open-heart surgery.

	1968
	Sixty years to the day, May 11, the Methodist Hospital School of Nursing graduates its class of 77 students. 3,600 nurses have been graduated in the school’s history – and Methodist shifts nursing education to clinical instruction for students enrolled in college and university nursing schools.

	1970
	Methodist builds a helistop and begins using a helicopter to bring injured to the hospital.

	1972
	Methodist begins kidney transplants – one of the first private hospitals in America to begin an organ transplant program.

	1974
	The first CAT Scan system in Indiana – the ninth in the United States – is installed at Methodist for the diagnosis of brain injuries and illnesses.

	1975
	A Clinical Oncology Center is established at Methodist Hospital to develop a “model of care” for community hospital cancer programs.

	1977
	The first hospital-based hospice in America for terminally ill patients is opened at Methodist.

	1979
	LifeLine, an airborne emergency medical service, is inaugurated at Methodist with a helicopter equipped with life support systems for the rapid transport of critically ill and injured children and adults.

	1982
	Indiana’s first heart transplant is successfully performed at Methodist – the first in a non-university hospital in the U.S.

	1982
	Methodist Health Foundation becomes the fund-raising arm of the hospital.

	1983
	The Thomas A. Brady Sports Medicine Center is dedicated and opened.

	1984
	Methodist installs the nation’s first lithotripter.

	1985
	Methodist Hospital Task Core – an organization of community leaders dedicated to educate the public and raise funds for the hospital – is formed.

	1987
	Indiana’s first artificial heart is implanted at Methodist Hospital.

	1987
	Methodist Hospital’s Task Core holds the first annual Art & Antiques Show.

	1989
	Indiana’s first lung and heart-lung transplants are performed at Methodist Hospital.

	1990
	The first insulin pump for the treatment of insulin-dependent diabetes in the Midwest is implanted at Joslin Center for Diabetes at Methodist Hospital.

	1991
	Indiana’s first double-lung is performed at Methodist Hospital.

	1992
	The Beacon Society of Methodist Hospital is formed as a diverse group of young men and women from the greater Indianapolis community who have taken an active role and interest in the promotion of the hospital and healthcare in Indiana.

	1993
	Eagle Highlands outpatient center opens, ushering in a new emphasis on accessibility and development of a beltway strategy.

	1997
	Methodist Hospital – Indiana University Hospital – Riley Hospital are united to form Clarian Health.

	1998
	A state-of-the-art Cardiac Comprehensive Care Center is opened at Methodist Hospital.

	1998
	Methodist Health Foundation receives its largest unrestricted gift to date – an estate gift totaling $24 million from grateful patients Phil and Ruth Holton.

	1999
	LifeLine celebrates 20 years of service to Indiana.

	2002
	Methodist Hospital is designated as Indiana’s first Baby Friendly Hospital 2006 by the World Health Organization/UNICEF.

	2003
	Methodist Health Foundation changes the name of the President’s Club to the Methodist Hospital Society. MHS members are generous individuals who make annual gifts to the foundation of $1,000 or more. The MHS endowment is used to fund significant Methodist initiatives, including physician fellowships.

	2006
	The first simultaneous lung/pancreas transplant is performed at Methodist Hospital.

	2006
	Methodist Health Foundation’s Board of Directors votes to move forward with a campaign to raise money for a new critical care bed tower and physician and nursing fellowships.

	2007
	Methodist Hospital is named to Leapfrog Group’s first-ever “Top Hospitals” list.


