Methodist Hospital Task Core Pledges $1 Million to Support Critical Care at Methodist Hospital
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Ceremonial gift presentation made at Indianapolis Art & Antiques Show

INDIANAPOLIS – Methodist Hospital Task Core, the 200-member volunteer auxiliary of Methodist Health Foundation, has pledged $1 million to support the future of critical care at Methodist Hospital. The gift will be used to enhance Methodist’s critical care facilities and to support nursing scholarship and education at the hospital. Methodist Hospital is the first Indiana hospital to receive the prestigious national top honor for excellence in the delivery of high quality care from the University HealthSystem Consortium.

The gift will be made from Task Core’s fundraising activities, including the group’s annual Indianapolis Art & Antiques Show, which has raised $2 million for Methodist Hospital’s employee education programs, enhanced patient care and community outreach health care programs and services since 1988.

Task Core President Laura Clark presented a ceremonial check to Methodist Hospital President and CEO Samuel L. Odle at the 2008 Indianapolis Art & Antiques Show. “Task Core is comprised of talented, dedicated and energetic women who truly care about Methodist Hospital and quality health care in central Indiana,” said Clark. “We are pleased and privileged to make this gift, which we believe will benefit Methodist, its nurses and the patients they serve.”

According to Foundation President Betty Stilwell, Task Core’s pledge will inspire other major gifts to Methodist. “Our generous Task Core members are leading the way for future support for Methodist Hospital’s highest quality critical care and superior education for our talented doctors and nurses. These women are our best ambassadors and we appreciate them all for believing in Methodist Hospital.”

Since 1987, the Methodist Hospital Task Core, now 200 members strong, has supported the hospital through its education, public relations and fundraising activities, primarily with proceeds raised through its annual Indianapolis Art & Antiques show. Proceeds from Task Core fundraising activities, $2 million to date, are used to help fund Methodist programs and services that enhance patient care, educate hospital employees and facilitate community health outreach. Through a grant-making process, Task Core has supported initiatives and services such as nursing scholarships, Willing 2 Wait, Gennesaret Free Clinic, LifeLine Critical Care Transport, Ruth Lilly Hospice, TOOLLS for Tots, Center for Geriatric Medicine, Think First for Kids, the Employee Assistance Program, Volunteers in Medicine, Arsenal Tech High School Teen Clinic, alcohol awareness and gun safety programs, neuro-critical care and a local Explorer Post, among others. In addition, Task Core volunteer efforts have helped to make possible community health education activities that include brown bag lunches, women’s health symposia, health screenings, nurses’ continuing education seminars, OASIS programs, student research and many other projects. Task Core also committed $250,000 to the Campaign for Methodist Hospital in the early 1990s.
Established in 1982, Methodist Health Foundation is the fundraising arm of Methodist Hospital. Methodist Hospital, a part of Clarian Health, is one of only two regional Level 1 Trauma centers in Indiana, has 815 licensed beds and is one of the largest teaching hospitals in the area. It is the first Indiana hospital to receive the prestigious national top honor for excellence in the delivery of high quality care from the University HealthSystem Consortium. Methodist Hospital is considered a neurosurgery center of excellence and an expert in organ transplantation, urology, neurology, cardiac critical care, orthopedics and pediatrics. In 1982, Methodist physicians and staff performed the first successful heart transplant at a private hospital in the world. The hospital staffs the LifeLine helicopter ambulances and houses the Indiana Poison Center. In 2004, Clarian became Indiana’s first magnet hospital system. Clarian Health Partners, Inc. operates Methodist Hospital, Indiana University Hospital and Riley Hospital campuses as a single hospital under Indiana law.
