Methodist Hospital named Blue Distinction Center for Cardiac Care

April 23, 2009
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield in Indiana has named Methodist Hospital a Blue Distinction CenterSM for Cardiac Care. 

Blue Distinction is a nationwide program that creates an unprecedented level of health care transparency for consumers and providers. Driven by quality, collaboration and affordability, Blue Distinction strengthens consumer engagement and provider partnerships through new specialty centers which offer the best practices and standards of care in bariatric surgery, cardiac care and transplant services.  

“We are honored to receive this distinction for our expert cardiac care,” said Mary Baker, MSN, MBA, Clarian Cardiovascular administrator. “Clarian Health and Methodist Hospital are committed to providing compassionate, high quality care, while identifying effective strategies and using evidence-based practices to improve patient outcomes. Not only does this distinction recognize our achievements in cardiac care, but speaks well to the experience and dedication of our cardiovascular team.” 

The process used to select Blue Distinction CentersSM is based on clinical data supplied by hospitals.  Each facility’s structure processes and care outcomes are rigorously evaluated. The criteria for designation include nationally endorsed quality measures, developed in collaboration with medical experts and professional organizations.

“Blue Distinction puts a high value on research and evidenced-based health and medical information,” said David Lee, M.D., vice president of health care management for Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield in Indiana. “We are committed to working with doctors and hospitals across the state who demonstrate quality patient care.”

The criteria for becoming a Blue Distinction CenterSM for Cardiac Care include:
Full-service, accredited inpatient hospital facility; 

Program must be performing a required volume of percutaneous coronary interventions and coronary artery bypass graft surgeries and provide a full range of services including inpatient cardiac care and cardiac rehabilitation; 

Sub-specialty board certification of cardiac team; 

Ongoing quality management and improvement programs; and 

Cardiac care processes and outcomes for acute myocardial infarction, heart failure, percutaneous coronary interventions and coronary artery bypass graft surgery including evaluation of complication and mortality rates. 
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