George H. Rodman, Jr., MD, FACS 1944-2008

Methodist Health Foundation is deeply saddened by the passing of friend, colleague and Foundation board member, George H. Rodman, Jr., MD, FACS. Dr. Rodman, director of trauma services at Methodist Hospital, died on Sunday, July 13 after a courageous battle with lung cancer.

Throughout his career, the care of his patients and the practice of emergency medicine were Dr. Rodman’s passions. His commitment to the hospital, the trauma department and to Methodist Health Foundation was unwavering. He is remembered by the thousands of patient lives he touched during his 25 years at Methodist Hospital, by the countless number of students he taught—both as a Clinical Assistant Professor at Indiana University School of Medicine and through Resident and Fellow training at Methodist—and by legions of friends and colleagues. 

Dr. Rodman joined Methodist Health Foundation’s board in 2001 and at the time of his death, served on the Development and Grant Review committee.  “George’s devotion to the hospital and the Foundation was Olympic,” said Gordon Wishard, Chairman of Methodist Health Foundation Board of Directors. “As recently as Saturday afternoon, I asked him for advice on a pending Foundation matter and his response was as immediate, clear and insightful as ever. He generated confidence simply by being present and he was always present for Methodist. He defined the best of the healing profession in the best tradition of Methodist Hospital.”

“The Foundation has lost one of its most enthusiastic supporters and personally, I have lost a very dear friend,” said Betty Stilwell, president of Methodist Health Foundation. “We mourn George’s passing and will miss him greatly, but we are privileged for the time we had with him. His dedication to trauma and emergency medicine, his loyalty to the mission of the Foundation and his devotion to Methodist Hospital will not be forgotten.”  

In 2007, the George H. Rodman Fund for Trauma was established by Methodist Health Foundation with a $1 million gift. Funds will be used to support the George Rodman Medical Director for Trauma position at Methodist Hospital and provide for a Trauma Fellowship at Methodist Hospital. 

Plans for a Methodist Hospital memorial service are pending. Funeral arrangements are being handled by Flanner and Buchanan Funeral Centers in Indianpaolis. Memorial contributions may be made to Methodist Health Foundation in Dr. Rodman’s honor.  

