Methodist Health Foundation delivers gifts to Methodist Hospital departments
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Indianapolis—Methodist Health Foundation gave $5,000 in gifts to 11 departments within Methodist Hospital on Monday afternoon. The employees of Methodist Hospital’s gift shops, which are owned and operated by Methodist Health Foundation, created the Gift Shop Give Back program. Hospital employees submitted gift requests for patient care, employee training, necessary equipment and activities that support the hospital’s mission of improving the health of patients through innovation and excellence in care, education, research and service.

40 submissions were made for gifts ranging from Neonatal ICU, Maternity, and Women’s Services, to Health Promotions, Rehabilitation Services and HealthNet. Gift shop employees ranked the submissions based on the application. 11 departments received gifts ranging from $175 to $500.

“Methodist Health Foundation’s mission is to serve as the steward of charitable support for Methodist Hospital,” said Gordon Wishard, chair of the board for Methodist Health Foundation. “The gift shops facilitate the mission through surpluses from sales that are put back into the hospital. This program is reinforcement of the spirit of giving and philanthropy and lets our customers – patients, families, visitors and employees – know that shopping in our gift shops means giving back to Methodist Hospital.”  

“The Gift Shop Give Back program gives us a more direct link to the people delivering care to the patients in the hospital,” noted Jason Miiller, Retail Operations Manager of the Methodist gift shops. “Many of the nurses and employees come into our shops every day, but we didn’t really know what type of work they do. Our employees have a new appreciation for the amazing work that goes on within Methodist Hospital and how the people they serve in the gift shops are serving others.”

Award Winners
A7E Pediatrics: Infant bouncer seats, take-along swings, stroller, wagon to transport pediatrics patients. $500

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit: Baby clothes for premature babies and ill newborns and infants. $500

Pediatric Acute Rehabilitation, 6E: Tricycles for pediatric rehabilitation patients for endurance, balance and motivation. $375

Emergency Cardiac Care/Emergency Response Training Institute: child mannequins for CPR training. $500

Women’s Programs/Home Connection: Breastfeeding supplies for needy clinic patients/new mothers. $500

Health Promotions: PREPS Teen Parenting Program (car seats, developmental toys). $500

Rehabilitation/Speech Therapy: Adaptive games and books for children using communications devices. $500

Pediatric Rehabilitation Unit: Community trips for pediatric rehabilitation patients and families learning to use wheelchairs, walkers, etc. $500

Maternity Center: Aides for natural childbirth: educational videos, massagers, books, etc. $500

Health Promotions: Blood pressure cuffs and monitors for community health screenings and health fairs. $500

HealthNet: Better Indy Babies and Health Families: Home visit supplies for new mothers/families. $175
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